FACTSHEET: POWERING AMERICAWITH MORE
THAN 50 PERCENT CLEAN ENERGY BY 2030

NextGen Climate s calling on candidates and elected officials to address climate change

by producing a plan to power America with more than 50 percent clean energy by 2030,

putting us ona pathway to 100 percent clean energy by 2050. Voters across the country

supportbold clean energy goals—now we need candidates and elected officials to lay

out concrete plans to achieve #50by30.

CLIMATE CHANGE PUTS AMERICA'S
ECONOMY AND SECURITY AT RISK

Failingto address climate change will have devastating
effects on America’s economy and security. New research
fromleading economists finds that the negative impacts

of climate change could reduce America’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) by 5 percent by 2050. Multiplying by the end
of'the century, a 36 percenthittothe GDP is projected if

actiononclimateisnottaken.™

We are already feeling the effects of climate change at home.
From2010to 2014 the United States experienced nearly 50
climate-related disasters with costsin excess of $1billion
each,and between 2011 and 2012 the United States experi-
enced morethan $185billioninlosses from climate-related
events.® Leftunchecked climate change will fuel more
intense and frequent extreme weather events while contrib-
utingtorising sealevels, increasedillness, and dangerously

high temperatures.

Failuretotake action on climate change not only threatens
todevastate our economy, it threatens our national security.
Justlastyear, 16 retired three- and four-star generals and
admiralsissued areportidentifying the anticipated food
shortages, droughts, and floods from climate changeasa
“catalyst for conflict.” ¥ Additionally, the Pentagon’s 2014
Quadrennial Defense Review highlights that climate
changeposes aserious national security threat and will
aggravate stressorslike poverty, political instability, and
social tension abroad. ™

ACHIEVING MORE THAN 50 PERCENT CLEAN
ENERGY BY 2030 WILL CREATE MILLIONS OF JOBS
AND SPURECONOMIC GROWTH

Transitioningto a clean energy economy will create
Americanjobsandiscrucial to ensuring a prosperous
future for our country. A recent economic analysis by ICF
international and NextGen Climate Americafindsthat
transitioningtoaclean energy economy, with existing tech-
nology, will create over amillion jobs by 2030 and up to two
million jobs by 2050. ! Job growth will be especially robust
inthe construction sector, where clean energy growth could
create morethan 460,000 jobs by 2030 and morethan1.2
millionjobs by 2050.

By 2050, the transition to clean energy will not only create
jobs —itwill save money for American families. Electric
bills in the United States will be reduced by more than $40
billion. Families will also see their household disposable
incomeincrease by asmuch as $650 — but only if we meet

thisachievable clean energy goal.

MORE THAN 50 PERCENT CLEAN ENERGY BY 2030
IS ACHIEVABLE WITH EXISTING TECHNOLOGY

Thetransitiontoacleanenergy economyisalready underway:.
Lastyear, the solarindustryadded jobs 20 times fasterthan
the overall economy, with more than twice as many Americans
now employed in solarthan coal mining.Infact,in 2014 one
outofevery 78 newjobsinthe U.S.was created by the solar
industry. Overthe long term, solar energy creates eight times
morejobsinconstruction, installation, operations, and

maintenancethancoalandnatural gas.



Evenbetter —clean energytechnologies arebecomingincreas-
ingly competitive with outdated fossil fuels —and onalevel
playingfield, are often the cheapest energy source:

e Solarhasreached cost parity with coaland gasin many
regionsandis projected to be cheaper than fossilfuels
throughout most of the United States by 2017.["

e TheUnited Stateshasinstalled over 22,000 megawatts
of solar,enough to power more than 4.6 million average
Americanhomes—anumber thatis expectedtodoublein
the nexttwo years.®

e Nearly Tmillion U.S.homes and businesses have gone solar,
andanew solar project wasinstalled every 2 minutesin the
first half of 2015.

e Overthepast5years,theprice of wind has beenreduced by
more than half. !

e \Windpowerisoneof the fastest-growing sources of new
electricity capacity and the largest source of new renew-
able power generation added in the United States since
2000. 1

e UnitedStates’ windresources can provide morethan10
times current electricity demand.t

Withthese technologies, the United States’ electricity
generationis becoming cleaner, cheaper and morereliable.
When combined with the Obama Administration’s historic
stepsto stop unlimited dumping of carbon pollution into
our air with the Clean Power Plan, achieving more than 50

percentclean energy by 2030is well withinreach.

Under the Clean Power Plan, the Energy Information
Agency estimatesthat approximately 40 percent of the
electricity produced in 2030 will be clean and carbon free. !
Furthermore, the marketisrapidly trending towards clean
and renewablelow carbon energy sourcesthatare cheaper
thantraditional fossil fuels. Electricity generation from coal
hasbeendeclining, and EIA forecasts a9 percentdropin
2015, reflecting the ongoing market transformation towards

cleaner energy. %

Our countryneedsboldleadership that acceleratesthe
transition away from dirty fossil fuels and towards America’s

clean energy future. Inthe past, the fossil fuel industry has

stacked the deck against clean energy, as subsidies and other
preferential treatment prop up outdated fossil fuels, stifling

Americaninnovation and businesses.

By fully implementing the Clean Power Plan and pursuing
common sense policy solutions that allow clean energy
sourcestocompete against fossil fuels on alevel playing field,
candidatesand elected officials can ensure we transitiontoa
clean energy economy and help prevent climate disaster.

VOTERS AGREE: IT'S TIME TO TRANSITIONTO
CLEAN ENERGY

Transitioning to aclean energy economyis overwhelmingly
popularamong American voters across the political spec-
trum. Accordingto Hart Research, 84 percent of Democrats,
almost 70 percent of independents and a majority of
Republicansinkey battleground states favor agoal to power
our country with more than 50 percent clean energy by 2030.
3IThat same poll found that young Americans—from all po-
litical backgrounds—are overwhelmingly more likely to vote
foracandidate who embraces aplanto achieve morethan 50
percentclean energy by 2030. And according to polling from
the ClearPath foundation, 72 percent of Republicans support
accelerating the development of clean energy. ™

Itisnottoolatetoavoid the worst consequences of climate
change — buttime isrunning out. The longer we delay the
transitionto aclean energy economy, the more devastating
the economic impacts will be.In orderto addressthe threat
of climate change, the United States mustreduce carbon
emissions by 83 percent economy-wide by 2050. Powering
Americawithmore than 50 percent clean energyby2030is
abold, butachievable goal that will help address the threat of
climate change, grow our national economy and improve the

quality oflife for every American.

That’s why NextGen Climateis calling on candidates and
elected officials tolay out their specific plansto achieve
#50by30. We have the technology, we have the public sup-
port—now all we needis political leadership to getus there.
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